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sion of the machine. It can easily ascend a slope at an
inclination of from four to five inches in the yard, which is
considerable."
There is a perfect network of magnificent roads made
by the English all over India, which are excellently fitted
for this mode of locomotion. The Great Trunk Road,
for instance, stretches uninterruptedly for 1200 miles.
I must now describe the Steam House.
Banks had not only bought from the Nabob's heirs the
traction-engine, but the train which it had in tow. This had
of course been constructed, according to the oriental taste of
the rajah, in the most gorgeous Hindoo fashion. I have
already called it a travelling bungalow, and it merited the
name, for the two cars composing it were simply a marvel-
lous specimen of the architecture of the country.
Imagine two pagoda-shaped buildings without minarets,
but with double-ridged roofs surmounted by a dome, the
corbelling of the windows supported by sculptured pilas-
ters, all the ornamentation in exquisitely carved and
:oloured woods of rare kinds, a handsome verandah both
sack and front. You might suppose them a couple of
pagodas torn from the sacred hill of Sonnaghur.
To complete the marvel of this prodigious locomotive,
[ must add that It can float! In fact, the stomach, or
hat part of the elephant's body which contains the
nachinery, as well as the lower portion of the buildings,